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Title: Eco-Marxist Criticism: Beyond Ecocriticism
ABSTRACT: Eco-Marxist criticism studies the relationship that exists among liter-

ature, humanity, nature, and society. Maintaining the dialectical unity of Marxist outlooks
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on nature, humanity, society, and history, it advocates the organic harmony between hu-
manity, nature, and society, between the natural and social attributes of humanity, between the
history of humanity and nature, between environmental and social justice. It regards the
metabolic rift between humanity and earth within the capitalist system as the root cause of
global ecological crises, and believes that the way out of crises lies in an eco-socialist or
communist society which eliminates the alienation of humanity and nature, and realizes
the liberation of humanity and nature. By dismantling the dichotomy between humanity
and nature, ecology and society, anthropocentrism and ecocentrism, eco-Marxist criti-
cism perceives ecology, economy, humanity, and the society as different aspects of the
same process of a dialectical unity, which mingles natural ecology and human society.
Eco-Marxist criticism surpasses ecocriticism by deepening the ecocritics’ abstract ethical
and cultural explanation of the root cause of ecological crisis, overcoming the rupture be-
tween their theory and practice, and solving their theoretical predicament. Featuring sys-
tematization, complexity, realistic attitude and practicality, eco-Marxist criticism enriches
and deepens ecocriticism. It improves ecocriticism’s human attribute and broadens the
academic space for both ecocriticism and Western Marxist criticism.

Keywords: eco-Marxist criticism, ecocriticism, capitalist system, metabolism,
eco-socialism, ecological justice, social justice
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