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Active Choice: A Positive Understanding of “High Dropout Rate” of Online Courses:
Based on the Perspective of Learner Investment Theory

LIU Qian, LI Ying
(School of International Studies, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 311121)

[Abstract] Online course research and practice has long been plagued by "high dropout rates". The
negative interpretation of traditional literature is the result of inaccurate positioning of online courses, a
partial understanding of online interaction mechanism and the dislocation of online learning evaluation
subjects. This study therefore questions the rationality of interpreting "high dropout rate" as the failure of
online courses and course learners, and reinterprets the relationship between online courses and learners
from the perspective of learner investment theory. The study finds that "dropout" from online courses is an
active choice of learners, and it is also a reflection of offline teachers” strategy integration and the
attributes of online course resources. Based on the positive connotations hidden in the phenomenon of
"high dropout rate", the study further reconstructs the learning mechanism of online courses in terms of
teaching and learning organization process, learning evaluation model and community practice.

[Keywords] Online Courses; High Dropout Rate; Learner Investment Theory; Online Learning

Mechanism
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strategies for building a smart classroom are proposed, including focusing on the multiple higher —order
development of students” wisdom, establishing the wisdom generation effect of problem solving, and
exerting the optimization and regulation effect of intelligent technology, which provides theoretical and
practical references for smart classroom practice.

[Keywords] Smart Classroom; Intelligent Era; Classroom Transformation; Learning Practice
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scholars of educational technology. The emergence of COVID-19 pandemic has become an opportunity for
people to reflect on this question again. From the requirements of human development in the 21st century,
countries all over the world have reached a broad consensus that the 21st century skills with higher—order
thinking ability as the core are the aim of current education. From the perspective of technology as a field
of human freedom and emancipation, technology oriented to the development of higher —order thinking
ability enables people to obtain the right of freedom and emancipation to exert their own creativity. This
educational value, which aims to make people the master of the future society (the subject orientation) and
actively transform the society (the social power orientation) highlight the meta —value of education.
Technology has been playing an intermediary role in educational activities since ancient times. In the
educational activities in the 21st century, technology should become the intermediary of educational meta—
value.

[Keywords] Technology; Intermediary; 21st Century Skills; Higher —Order Thinking; Educational

Meta—value



