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l. here follows the most interesting section of the text |
_nfmnu of technique illustrated both with black and li'angxp
Im rclut.inn to instruments used, how the paint is a iﬂétﬂ dg
in relation to the successive states of the pochoirs JEE l:in 1
full-page pochoirs of artworks by Benedictus Bﬂ;lrd ﬁr tC;l ol
I_):::rrival, Abel Faivre, Halouze, Lepape, Mnri;set Rﬂedi: S i
Vignal. For good measure, the endpapers reprc;c,iuce su ,e Em
paper patterns by Chapuis, in which very fine, almost sibli' indl
images fiI.'E floated across wide margins, in eﬁ'ei:;t providin mub 'I
decorative border around the text. Add to this the Aors rexre%l:ﬂil;a

pochoirs, for example those of Halo

uze (fig. 5), André ' |
6) or George Lepape and you are luc:-ki( ey -
craftsman at the height of his powers.

] Thei art of tl_m Pochnir did occasionally cross the channel. The co-
]jiur p al;le facsimiles of the Trianon Press, for William Blake and the
Saye,tllzse both cnllztype and pochoir techniques, though needless to |
» these were produced for them by the French | i
acomet atelie
:; (Ijg;jai)l and ;Ifter that by the equally French firm of Hﬂlll'd&b:ig]?::
pe. However, the British preferred to h i
raphy: Quaritch used it for their c -y -y
. atalogues in the 18 d
publisher Archibald Constable used it o
- he frontispi
e G e used it for the frontispiece to books
Y and Practice of Art-Enamelli
bt ‘ melling Upon Metals
produced by the Edinburgh f;
! | | . gh firm of McLagan and
‘ fbifllli;sg, “;hmll.ll su}ziphed chromolithographs to many gEnglish
» and whose descriptions of their
process demonstrated, i
terms of the lengths they went to create a facsimile, that just as ih;f;

are pochoirs and pochoirs, so t :
ChrﬂmDIithﬂgraPhs_" , SO too are there chmmahthugraphs and

ng at the work of a master

1. Iam grateful to Alfred Pas
, ternak,at itich’ :
lithography in their 1890s ¢ gidlogues Quaritich’s, for confirming the use of chromo-
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Books from George
Eliot’s and George Henry
Lewes's Library

WILLIAM BAKER

(icorge Eliot and her partner George Henry Lewes were avid book
collectors with an extensive library. The 200th anniversary of her
birthday having just passed — she was born on 22 November 1819 —
(his seems an appropriate time to consider not only what we know
1bout their collection, especially since the turn of the present centu-
ry, butalso the use of these books that their owners made, or did not

make, in their own writing.

Gordon Sherman Haight (1901-85) was an American professor
of English at Yale University from 1950 to 1968, the author of
George Eliot: A Biography (Clarendon Press, 1968) and editor of
the nine-volume The George Eliot Letters (Yale University Press,

1954—78).
Very influential, he was largely responsible for the extensive col-

lection of Eliot and George Henry Lewes primary materials at the
Beinecke Library, Yale. In addition, his personal collection of Eliot—

[ ewes materials was unrivalled. In recent years,' after the death on 7
October 2002 of Mary Nettleton Haight (1904—2002),” the widow

1. For details on George Eliot and George Henry Lewes’s book collecting, see my The
Libraries of George Eliot and George Henry Lewes (Victoria, B. C.: English Literary
Studies, University of Victoria, 1981); henceforth referred to as Libraries. See also my
The George Eliot—George Henry Lewes Library : An Annotated Catalogue of Their Books
at Dr Williams’s Library, London (New York and London: Garland, 1977) pp. 226—34;
referred to as Dr Williams’s Catalogue. See ‘Appendix IV’, ‘George Eliot and G. H.
[ ewes items not in Dr Williams’s Library — a preliminary checklist of details and loca-
tions’ (pp- 254—58). Sadly, Dr Williams's Library is now in a state of deterioration and
whether the volumes will survive is an open question.

2. See Rosemary Ashton, ‘Mary Nettleton Haight (1904—2002): A Tribute’, George

Eliot—George Henry Lewes Studies, nos. 44/45 (September 2003) p. 1; Vincent Giroud,
‘Mary Treat Nettleton Haight 1904—2002’, Yale University Library Gazette, vol. 77, nos

3/4 (April 2003) p. 129.
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of Gord i
Winte; ;‘Hzlzﬂ ;;iht:l a number of their books have s
2003 was particularl
estat - arly h
anz:f I:l/lrs Haight was held snmetigle j;l;’ e
— cted by a local firm, with only a brief 1 11'1g1 Febry
v hsparsely attended. Subsequently, in dri{]:;ca anmno
S : ’ |
o :re su;faced in dealers’ catalogues. The ﬁ::lland y
o El Gnhﬂ th]:s&, and other books owned by Eliﬂwmg{
ay have been in the 1 ot i
; . o 923 sal ’
if t;ire 215 evidence for that, then thiisi:i::sger s and Sothely
& cd.
of the itéﬁ?ﬁal ?le at the Haights’ home is the s
- 15Fe by Second Life Books, Inc. of ol
| chusetts, in their Catalogue # T N
was - gue #148. Item 141 in this cats

Butler, Samuel. The Poe
Vol 1. Lo : ms of...edited with memol
Stamped iic}i{]}; k Chzrle_s Grif?‘in. 1€ 7 S Bnunznzslift;{}: Obe
Eliot s copy with aan gilt, spine darkened. This was no Ii?“’l'l .
v J— presentation on the endpaper from her : -
Carrington Ogu “ ev;r;s s granddaughter Elinor Sﬂuthwgﬂj &m y
Gordon S. Haighty‘ w:?;]_;Q?.:t) 0 Eliot’s biographer: ‘Prese “
S e il ith best wishes of | Elinor S. Ouvry | NII te
marked Pas;a es DY }?5 writien on the front pastedown }" ‘G R
has a small Peicil ;11: Eslf-pagﬁs: 98, 106, 150, 184, 206 z.m Fgrge 3
shield-shaped label g ;ghhghting a passage. With ti]t‘ re;:l azh A
nexai it i ‘Lewﬂn the front face down identifying thi o el
es Sale, 1923, Ex-libris George ghl;gt MG havis

The item was priced at $
R 950, and the copy is n
s Efi Gt’:Z nI ;2 sale catalogue that inclulz::l};d I,;Drj;};dea
- E;rgF Henry Lewes’s books, although itrm’:s d
Bostical Wosks b , Tor 1nstance, amongst the volu g' Imght
s by Meredith etc. 9 vols’.* A two vcjl .
-volume copy of

3. References to his editi
Uiversiey Priiss I:;_ fiht;m;] of The George Eliot Letters, 9 vols (N
used square braci:ets tn? :)i ereafter referred toas L., are ‘b}f vol s (New Haven: Yale
lowed in this article Ham I;C?tc approximate dating, and this “l’lledand page. Haight
1968) is referred to a; Biﬂlg t; George Eliot: A Biography (OxI;;D;E é;:f: has been fol-
4. Libraries, item ST i arendon Press
d 551-P-131_Abn v

RS ut 1,200 volumes from G

eo ;
camloge ma"}’b f_re Sﬂltff by Messrs Foster on 15 May 1 rge Eliotand George Henry
y be found in Section Il of Libraries, pp }; 3923‘ A copy of the Foster sale
b ] - 4—41 X
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s Hudibras by the following lines

'_Illlu‘

quHil :
§ 106 W hat did we el

UL how!?

M RLIOT’'S AND GEORGE HENRY LEWES’S LIBRARY

a Life of the Author with 12 coloured

t-grained mMorocco

wllum wilh Notes ﬂnd
§ Clark... contemporary green straigh
Maa, was purchase:d by the bookseller Dobell for £6-15-0

Bheby's sale of George Eliot’s and George Henry Lewes's
(lot 517): its present whereabouts

Wodnesday, 27 June 1923
records ‘Butler, Poems,

Mrs Ouvry's inventory
lections but pmvides no further details.?

Pimsent writer recommended acquisition of the 1871 edition

Butler item, nd it was duly purchased on 13 May 2004 for the

sl in the catalogue nd is now to be found in the Rare Books
i 1 aries. George Eliot's

Hon at Northern Mlinois
. ~fthe textof

wal linings are tob

MW
W and Se

('he description of ‘Cerdon’ or

1L
<ould take note, | Transc

ribe, collect, translate and

4 he was, and

<e but make a vVOW | To do,

1 fall no lower.

thing, |

hat is down ca

pois v Het
hat is worth in any

‘n (84: For W

Wings

p, 206: For breaking of an oath and lying, | Isbuta kind of self-denying

. 1o: And yet that thing that’s pious in | The one, in ¢h’” other is a sin.
divine | Too rich a pearl for carnal

p, 211: The truth is precinus and

AW inec.

e is an indicative dagger in the printed text of the poem,
he foot of page 210: ‘It was a princi—-

['her
{0 a note at t

drawing attention
ple held by many
which would be seenin ©

the person determining the character of
etic lines are marginally marked; there1sno _nnotation by the note-

George Eliot mentions Butler (1612—80) in 2 letter dated 16
March [1839] tO Maria Lewis (1 800?—1887), who taught her when
<he attended Mrs Waﬂingtun’s school at Nuneaton, where George

i of George Eliot

chers was no sin in them, the condition of
the act.” Only the two po-

and George Henry Lewes s

5. Libraries, items 135, A
f the sale catalogue is r€pro-

books were sold at So
duced in Dr Williams’s Catalogue, pp- 225734
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H“.“ ‘W;lf_& sent when she was eight or nine. She refers to his sativied
;{r?tl—PLJrztaI] poetic epic Hudibras and opens a letter to her sk 4
friend Martha Jackson, whom she calls ‘My dear Classical "llh -”;

by citing ‘Deeds not words’ from Hudibras 1, line 867.° H{;: 1S Chid "" -
one of her holograph notebooks in which she wrote short 1:1:+1t|-‘-a-:
smm? of which were Hllbﬁﬂ‘qlll‘:l]t]y used in Daniel Deronda. She lml
ted, ‘For rhyme the rudder is of verses ] By which like ships. th

steer their courses’ and notes ‘Hudibras’ as the source.? o

l f?\?mher volume, probably from the Haights’ home, was acquired
] - .. - * - - . : 3

y Grtﬁhcrn [llinois University Libraries for $950 from Second Lils
Books Catalogue #148 on 13 May 2004:

Lowell, James Ruussell. Under the Willows and other poems. Boston : Fiekds
Qngmd, [869. First Edition... bound in beveled green dmh“ ‘it’-lll.l %8 ll
g}ltf, ... spine darkened, hinges little tender. .. W?I:hmn the '.‘;;I';th‘i 'H;I‘ . »
[his x;.:a:-.: author (If:*urgr:- Eliot’s copy with a presentation from hr_:r.-;nlm
mm:'h aw ]1115[3;-111(] s granddaughter: ‘Gordon S. Haight | from Elinor &
;O“:V r‘}i'l [ 6th f:(.‘l"ﬂ‘llﬂl‘?{ 1949 | |George Eliot marked T]a::r favorites | with
(1:}13:_11](1 L.f"]{?!éﬁl In add]tm?h Haight has noted : ‘Given to George Eliot by
Prlf{th E uﬂ'.rt N(Tn,ﬂn [ T_njm_m;xr}r 1869." Norton ]1537—1908] was th
‘resident of Harvard University and the dedicatee of the book. With
red and white Rhit‘]d—ﬁhapt‘d label on the front face down idvnn:f‘ ring t “
as having come from the ‘Lewes Sale, 1923, Ex-libris George E]ii}t :O” 1

ﬁrﬁf :h.Ed‘ f:,

Gorday S. JjacLF

{‘-‘"’E 6551‘“ an shes a,[

Jhc-..tl, ! 9 _45-7

['he inscribed page from Mrs Ouvry to Gordon Haight for
Under the Willows and Other Poems, 1860 L

. L., L 3%, 38,

?- f:’!:‘tjf'.l'[lrﬂj ] | FE < e o K— 1 1

Carl H. P - fhhf se¢ W. Baker, ed. Some George Eliot Notebooks: An Edition of the

s c >Re y H F I . 0 F )
if“r ieétmey I.HEJF.EIF'}J' 5 (I{'{”'.HEI f:fi’ﬂf f;’uhlgrflf}h -'\"I{}f‘f’huﬂk-,- hv’l%\ "*'f_}":? ?D"'{ 709, 71
"'lj‘l vOls l‘_ Al : _.__. | . ,‘ b I wt J 5 “'.."" . ﬂ,
+ vols (Salzburg : Institut fiir Englische Sprache und Literatur 1976—1085%
r .{,;I”-“_{ ]_"I‘ I__F_H_ . ¥ _.J;I..' :}"luﬂ "'1} \-’(]‘]. ![-
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& ; a
‘e Reecited at the Harvard Commemoration’ (pp- 254

'M GEORGE ELIOT’S AND GEORGE HENRY LEWES'S LIRRARS

e Fliot wrote to Mrs Charles Eliot Norton on 22 Janual

3 - [ 1 .
| thank you for sending me Mr. Lowell’s poems. '] hev could
ve come to me in a way more pleas.antly memortrable than u

It from you and Mr. Norton, and I expect to enjoy the reading
em very highly’.® Eleven poems are marked in the t.u\th ol
nts x-vitil Eliot’s ‘+’. They include: “The First Snow Fall” (pp
- ‘Masaccio (In the Brancacci Chapel)’ (pp*j;aj 7);" Al
Burial’ (pp. 111-13); The Voyage to Vinlanc} (pp. 120 4)
Darkened Mind’ (pp. 155—6); and "All-Saints (pp. 159-00) |

" marked in the left-hand margin of her copy are the poems
. ‘The Washers of the Shroud

{OH BU;H‘II I|It' ol

11

vell’s sequence ‘Poems of the War

- - 2 =

h. 231—7); ‘Memoriae Positum (pp. 245-9);
| SEPRA ? .
Uritten for Mr. Bryant’s Seventieth Birthday’ (pp. 250-1);

76)

il ili

' y "Q 1 / N *Lt ()] I.l
(1 addition to Under the Willows, Mrs Ouvry s iInventory re

pies of Lowell’s The Cathedral and My Study Windows published

2 Boston in 1871." George Eliot wrote to her friend Mrs Eugen
lodichon on 17 June 1871, ‘If you want delightful reading get the

ition of Lowell’'s My Study Windows and read the essays called

' "'Vd ll IS BALRL

- - 3] L ... %9 13 Y :. B
My Garden Acquaintance and “Winter ."” George Eliot ¢

\ppear to have made notes or quotations from Lowell in her not
hooks or to have drawn upon him in her fiction or her prose essays

Another volume owned by George Eliot and now at Northern
|linois University Library, purchascd from Second Life Boo)
] S S0 i of |

Catalogue #148, item 97, on 13 May 2004 for $1,250 and formerly

o Eio N8

). A reference to 1 | |
R ecollections of It:ﬂ}-’, (860 George Eliot wrote: ‘Of smaller church
h formed h}f Michael Angelo

h}r hd.l"l,il.i by |||.| 11

Tommaso Masaccio (1401—28), the Florentine painter. N
| i YTl

ber uapn'i:ﬂh-' Santa Maria degli Angeli, a churc - l
the church of San Clemente, where there is a s:h;ﬁ.p:':l paintec

. 1 . 1 5 \.r a L = % = l "
rwo churches we irm]ufcmcd most in Florence were Santa Croce, and the Carmi
’ . - = Ceem s v " " s I1|. 1|II |

‘his last are the great frescoes of Masaccio — chiet

e 7 B R : ’ Y .|| elili
vouth’. See M. Harris and . Johnston, eds, fh.['_}mirfmf,a of George Eliot (Ca
Cambridge UP, 1998) pp. 344, 356. |
10. Curiously unmarked given George Eliot’s interest in Jud
‘All-Saints’: Lowell’s “What Rabbi Jehosha Said" (pp- 157—58).
11. William Cullen Bryant (17941 878), American poet.

among them the raising

LliHH'i 15 [i‘.ll' |"- I P

. ¥ 2 o i = o'k} 3 i
12. Libraries, items §77, 578, p- 80o.

$3. L., ¥, I53:
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THE BOOK C
OLLECTOR
B LRORGE ELIOT?’S AND GEORGE HENR

wditions.”'® Mrs Ouvry’s inventory only records copies of
editions (1871): correspondence between George
d Main suggests that she and George

17

in the possession of Gordon §. Haight, is
.“l Ty nll[!

wpe Henry Lewes, an
|4 wes possessed subsequent editions too.

Second Life Books Catalogue #148 belonging to
rk bookseller

Main, Alexander. Wise Wi

e » Witty, and Tender Sayings i

Blackﬁ f;z: :ﬁz l/;f’ orks of George Eliot. Edinb urgf:ﬁz l:ul [

——— crns;l 1873. Second edition, with sup lI E

s, elinan: -+« Green cloth stamped in blindpa ld |

—r ar e;:ed, a very good clean copy. Inscrib'ed

o iy Mi a‘;t N{I:ar [Main] to George Eliot and... Geory

v, - rs. (.;} H Lewes, with | Alexander Mak
- 30, 1873." With an additional gift inscription

M, 08, 1IN
I it was purchased for $2,000 by the New Yo

"ntqutZZ

L. John Lothrop. The Rise of the Dutch Republic: a History.

ledge, Warne and Routledge,

S. Ouvry... to ... Haight: ‘G;
?;;1:;3;’ Ouvry has ir:;teil:?;E—'l.i-n?;ifj;li: 4 ? -5 Ol \plete in One Volume. London : Rout
e ﬁ;:i ;:;egz;tnb-ljnki With the red and lelit: {;L?c;:;‘. § New I'L-:lition... bound in publisher’s cloth, stamped in gilt... With
Sk, foiin. T ik i entlfy.mg this as having come froy I_ - s o the front end paper identifying this book by Elinor S. Ouvry...
ris, George Eliot.” “ uhi three lines of comments on the rear fly leaf in George Eliot’s hand,
\ marked passages in pencil, also in Eliot’s hand. With the red and
ont paste down identifying this as

Bhite shicld shaped label on the fr

v ing come from the “Lewes Sale, 1923, Ex

description in the Second Life Books listing continues:

1his book came from the library of ... Haight of Yale University.
{1t makes three notes: Earliest charter of Middlebury. 19 | chimes of
The horrors-p. 369 | last struggle of the Moors in

Elinor Ouvrv’
r'y s note on the front b]
ank reads: ‘Marria
) gCiw
_libris, George Eliot.”

daily the loveliness of | anat
- _ ure close to one, an |
lEtt; fl;c:;r;t?;r; :f I:Ien?erness & strength to | enj:f:f ?r:;:fd
e .1 n fact, the observation is found in a letter r
— ::: es Lee Lewes — Elinor’s father — on 21 Ma
P-4 lﬂﬂkjnrnte to Alexander Main (1841-1918) on 1 y '
e g at tilﬂ‘ date of your kind inscription in4
- yings, Isee December 30th - fully a fortni
_ nted, ‘but I feel sure that you will revoke an;t:.‘.l;i];lt |

Antwerp adorn (?)
Spain, p. 650.

Lorge Eliot wrote during the Austrian—Prussian wars to John

Wlack wood from Chaudfontaine near Liége on 25 July 1866, obser-
Lutlons that, in the light of subsequent history, are bitterly ironic

s lack her usual insight:
ve for the wounded Austrians is one

['he care the Prussians are said to ha

of the proofs one likes to register, that we are slowly, slowly, growing

sut of barbarism. T have been read[ing| Motley’s “Rise of the Dutch
R epublic” since I [have] been away, and one of the best compen-
sate[ions] for dwelling on the barbarities of Spanish and Flemings in the
glorious 16th century is the sense that such horrors are no longer possible
in any European nation.

I a footnote Haight notes from George Henry Lewes’s journal

She Hddﬂd h[}w
: ever, that Main’s e
embonpoi L collection ‘has
- 5;31113) that it gives at least this amount of :h{;j ;jlf oodly
e na;yd at }Il shall never write any other book w::::’th ess to .
o s GEC}; IZE ;;,the Say‘ingsi’ will not bear any addlzz:?fs 'h.
e rei - C;Dt ebxpenenced the first of the bad kidney 5.1;0
e subsequently until . |
initial N y until she died. S .
2% stages of writing her final published novel h;):"?szal;;m ‘
’ HIE YO

Alexander Main’
amn's Wise, Witt
2 ’ and T : :
! ender Sayings went thruugh W
ss, George Eliot: A Bibliographical History (New

16 See William Baker and John C. Ro
2002) D26 pp. 463—76;

Castle, DE, London: Oak Knoll Press and The British Library,

nd for Main, L., vol. I, pp. Ixxiii-iv.

17. See L., IX, 478.

14. See L., VII, 283.
15. L" Vlt ?'—8.
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that Lewes bought’ ¢ copy of Motley— ‘3¢
18
June 1866, George Henry [ewes writes in hjg ;

JU.HE I866 he ‘read . Motley’s United Netherlands
History of the Unite Netherlands, 4 vols

is no indication of a co

The oldest ke . Icipal i
Keur, or a¢t of m Unicipa] Incorporation, in the Provinces af.

terwards conctifye: :
Firss ;:: L;;“mm“”g the Republic, was that granted by William the
L OT F - :
olland and Countess Joanna of Flanders, 55 Joint proprietors of

Walcheren ¢ ] :
i » LO th _
portistop the town Ufﬁ{lldlﬂl}[lrg. It will be seen that its maijn pur
L romise, as 3 Specia Pﬁ‘h’ﬂ _ S M: 3
- 3 . 12 Cop t() th]. - s ) .
of the arbi . . _ g 5 COm unity, Llw, N p]acﬂ

Motley, on Page 650, described the
Page 651 the fina]

ted by Second Life

Bmwm’ng, Robert. TH
Co., [868—69. First Edition, 4
Eliot, with the Lewes Sale book

Book. London : S th, Elder and

Library of George
Pastedown of o]

The 1923 Lewes Sale label.

18 L., IV, 292,
19. L., IV, 20606,

20. The image j courtesy of Sotheby’s,
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s unknown. Mrs Ouvry lists in her inventory the four-volume Ring
and the Book, which was item $4 at Foster’s sale on 5 May 1923,
she also lists eight other works by Robert Browning and three by
Elizabeth Barrett Browning.?’ Browning’s poem was published
' 1868. George Eliot observed in 2 letter dated 9 November 1867
to her publisherjﬂhn Blackwood that, ‘Imagine » Bmwning has a
poem by him which has reached 20,000 lines. Who will read it
in these busy days?’22 George Eliot draws upon Robert Browning
twice for chapter epigrams in her novels. Chapter 50 of Daniel
Deronda cites lines from his early drama Paracelsus, while Chapter 66
of the novel cites a single line from The Ring and the Book : ‘One day
still fierce ‘mid many a day struck calm’ (line 420). Lines also from
Paracelsus and the poem “Waring’ are found in the Daniel Derondg
notebooks, and in the Middlemarch notebooks there are lines from
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s ‘Sonnets from the Portuguese’ and
Robert Browning’s ‘Christmas Eve and Easter Day,’?3

Occasionally George Eliot and or George Henry Lewes items turn
up on the internet, on eBay, or on booksellers” websites. An illus-
tration of a book from their library was on Christopher Edwards’s
October 2008 List 41, ‘From a private collection Part II Nineteenth
and twentieth century books’. Item 52 :

Cowper, William. The Complete Poetical Works of William Cowper
Esq., ... With a memoir of the author, by the Rev. H. Stebbing, A. M.
London: Scott, Webster, and Geary, Charterhouse Square, 1837. In the

original blind stamped roan, spine lettered in gilt. Inscribed ‘Mary Ann
Evans’ on the front endpaper.

The book, priced at £1,750, was purchased by the Pierpont
Morgan Library. Its provenance was the collection of David
Holland (191 $—2007), who from 1907 to 1975 served as the House of

21. See Libraries, items 111—1 L3, 115~123, p. §8.

22. L., 1V, 396—97.

23. William Baker, ed., Some George Eliot Notebooks, 1V, P-118,and J. C. Pratt and V.
A. Neufeldt, eds, ¢ reorge Eliot’s Middlemarch Notebooks : A Transcription (Berkeley, Los
Angeles, London University of California Press, 1979) P. 290.
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Commons Librarian.?*

Christopher Edwards’s description notes that ‘The spelling
“Mary Ann” provides an important clue to the date of the inscrip=
tion.” Haight in his Biography writes in a footnote that “The Chivers
Coton Parish Register records her baptism |1819] as Mary Anne,

[n August 2010 Christopher Edwards kindly drew the present
wuthor’s attention to a further item from the Lewes 1923 Sale:

Harte, Bret. The Twins of Table Mountain... London, Chatto and
Windus, Piccadilly [1879] ...

and her earliest letter is so signed. In 1837 she began to write Mary

Ann, in 1850 it became Marian and in 1880 she reverted to Mary

Ann’ (p. 3,n. 1). According to Edwards:

There seems little doubt that this inscription must date from the earlier

period — obviously it could not date from before 18 37 —and that it was

presumably written when she was in her 20s... in 18 37 she was 18 and
(... in 1850 she was 31). There are a few very small pencil marks, but

nothing to give any real indication of the owner’s opinion of the poet.

Mrs Ouvry's inventory records ‘Cowper, W. “Poetical Works”
3", which may refer to a three-volume edition (which I have been
able to identify), or to three separate copies of his work, or to
three identical ones. There are references to George Eliot’s reading
of Cowper in her early letters. In a letter to Maria Lewis dated 4
September 1839, George Eliot mentions reading his poetry.*® Some
indication of what Cowper meant to George Eliot is found in her
review, “Worldliness and Other-Worldliness: The Poet Young,’

in which she unfavourably compares Young’s poetry with that of
‘the easy, graceful melody of Cowper’s blank verse.’?’ Interestingly,
George Eliot does not appear to have drawn upon Cowper for one
of her chapter epigrams in her fiction. There is, however, a refer-

ence to “Cowper’s spaniel Beau’ in Chapter 13 of the second book
of Daniel Deronda.®

24. For the Holland family library, see Percy Muir, ‘Private Libraries-xxvi Mr. Michael
Holland’ Times Literary Supplement, 12 October 1940, p. 524.

25. Libraries, item 199, p. 64.

26.L.; 1 30.

27. See Westminster Review LXVII (January 1857), Pp- 1—42, reprinted in A. S. Byatt
and N. Warren, eds, George Eliot: Selected Essays, Poems and Other Writings (London:
Penguin Books, 1990) pp. 164—213. The quotation concerning Cowper’s ‘blank verse’
is found on p. 208. Edward Young (1683—1765), his poetry was much admired by
George Eliot when she was very young (see Haight Biography, pp. 216—17).

28. See Daniel Deronda ed. G. R. Handley, Introduction by K. M. Newton (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 201 4) Pp- 110, 694.
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in the original blue-green cloth, spine lettered in red, upper cov-
er decorated in white and lettered in red; patterned endpapers.
Provenance. George Eliot’s copy, presented to her by the author.
The inscription [on the half-title] read: "Mrs George Henry Lewes
| with best regards of | Bret Harte | London Jany 8th 188o0... ”.["he
book... does bear a small label on the inside upper cover reading
‘Lewes Sale | 1923 | Ex Libris | George Eliot’.

In fact, it must have been retained by the family — perhaps with-
drawn for sentimental reasons? — because it was the first of two lots
offered as belonging to Mrs Ouvry by Sotheby’s on 7 June 1929 '(lm
891A): it sold for the then relatively high sum of £86 to Quaritch
(their collation note, dated 10 June, is on the lower endpaper).

Harte’s Twins of Table Mountain was probably bought by
Quaritch on commission for Sir Leicester Harmsworth (1870—
1937), as it reappeared in one of the numerous Harmsworth Tr'ust
sales after the War (Sotheby’s 20 November 1950, lot 7559), selling
to Miss Driscoll for £26. It was later in the collection of Otto Orren
Fisher, with his bookplate.”

The book, which has no markings by either George Eliot or
George Henry Lewes, was purchased for £1,250 in October -E-GIFJ
and is now housed in Special Collections at the Northern Illinois
University Libraries. It is recorded in Mrs Ouvry’s inventory wit};
the note ‘sold” and a copy of Harte’s ‘Poetical Works of” noted too.
Harte visited George Eliot and George Henry Lewes at thffir home
at the Priory on 4 January 1880. According to Haight's Biography,
Harte wrote praising George Eliot’s appearance, ‘Thave seldom seen
a grander face!” and continued that ‘it expresses elevation ?f thought,
kindness, power, and humour... She said many fine tlnnga to me
about my work, and asked me to come again to see her, which was ;:
better compliment, as she has since Lewes’s death received no one.

29. Email from Christopher Edwards to the present author, 14 August 2010.
30. Libraries, item 381, p. 76.

295




POOKS FROM GEORGE mr101 'S AND GEORGE HENRY LEWES’S LIBRARY
After Citing Harte’s Impressions of George Eliot, Haight notes that 1ION to Socrates’, a remark that clear ly shows George Eliot’s and her
Harte ‘returned several times, once bringing her an inscribed copy recipient’s knﬂwledge of their classica] sources. 3 Although George
of his Jatest book, T, Twins of Tapjp Mountaiy’ (B:'ogmphy, P- 534); Eliot did not draw upon Aristophanes for her fictiona] epigraphs,

Foster item 3 ‘Arismphanis Cnmnediae, 31 with George Henry he was not far from her mind when she was Writing Middlemarch, 37 I'--
Lewes’s dutograph, obtained via the AbeBooks site from Mike ind in her earlier TeView essay written for the Westminster Review 38 I
Gedge at Bracken Books in April 201 I, 18 now in the Possession of on R.W/. Mackay’s T} Progress of the Intellect (18 50), she writes : ‘it "
the present author. The “OPY; tWo volumes bound in One, priced a¢ Is better to discover and apply improved methods of draining Oty
3175, is the edition edited by C.H Weise and published in Greek by OwWn towns, than

Tauchnit, in LE]pZIg N 1842. The nside front board has
Salelabel, and :

ophanes in proof that the
streets of Athens were jn a state of unmacadamized muddl{less’.ﬂ
te: 'Gordon § Haiglhy Leigh Hunt was , mentor of George Henry Lewes. especially
S Hanson (a grand-daughtﬂr of ' G. H Lewes) l d uring the latter’s early Career, and it js hardly Surprising that
1948’ It is signed on the title Page of the first volume ip blue ink by Lewes should have copies of Hunt’s work amongst his books. In
‘GH Lewes There s no other evidence of Lewes’s reading in the fact, seven S€parate Hunt works, some with inscrlptmns are re-
volume bound with gilt edges. corded in Foster’s invenmry “ Now in the collection of Dr Barry
Blanche Southwood Lewes, My Edward Hanson ( 1872-1964), Newport is Hunt s Critical Essay on the Performers of the London
Was the eldest of Charles Lee’s and Gertrude Lewes’s three daugh- Theatres Indudz'ng General Observations oy the Practice an Genius
ters.*? e younger sister Elinor recordsin hermventorya three-vo] of the Stage, published by John Hunt London 1807 with the Lewes
ume edition of Hieronym ;s Miiller’s 186, Aristophaneg published auction sale 1923 ‘op the paste-down end-paper’ and the librar
in Leipzig.33 There is a]5 a publisher’s Presentation COpPy to Lewes of label of ‘Tan Jack’ (1933—25138), Professor of English at Cambridge
the author’s Comoedige published ip Paris in Greek and Latinin 1§ 38, Univers; ty and biblimphﬂe.‘” Acr:i:}rdmg to Dr N EWport, there are
HOW amongst Lewes and Eliot’s vo] umes at Dy Williams’s Library.“ Sparse annotations, * 3 marginal hnings. There is however 4 word in
Lewes was g6 prolific that nevitably he ysed Aristophanes i, his the text which has been changed by pen and ink and IS very similar
work - references that immedlately €Ome to mind 4re found in his to George Eliot’s hand.’*® yy, Ortunately, the hjstc-ry of the book
essay ‘Aeschylus, Sﬂphc}des, and Euripides published ip the Foreigy from the Foster 1923 Sale and ijts aCquisition on the Internet by Dy
Quarterly Reviey 35 There are references tq Aristophanes i, George Newport in the early years of the present century s unavailabe
Eliot’s letter to Mrs Henry Frederick Ponson y (183 2—-1916) of 17 There is no doubt that over the Passage of time other books once
October 1877, in which she mentiop abastard kind ofsatire [am no¢ owned by George Eliot and George Henry Lewes wil] surface They
disposed to think the better of because Aristophaneg used it in rel; 100, in the manner of most of the books discussed in this article
36. L., VI. 406-07; for Mrs Pnnmnby see L., VI, 97, n.3
31 Libraries, p, 154, 7. See Pratt and Neufeldt, p, 289.
32. F.nr‘ details of Blanche Southwooed Lewes, Mps Edward Hanson, gee Margareg 38. Vol. 54 Uanuar}' (851), 353-68.
Harris, chrge Eliot’s Heirs: the Lewes Line The George Elios Review, vol 50 (3019) 39. Quoted in Byatt and Warren, p. 268 :
'7-25 and Harrig’s ‘Charles Lewes’s Career,’ George Efr’arﬁ('}mrgf Henry Lewes s tudies,
vol. 72, no. (2020).
33. Libraries, item 27, pP-53.

s P- 353 in the original,
40. Libraries,
34, See Dy Willia

. For Lewes and Hu

1tems 45460, p. 80
of George He

nt see W. Baker, ed, The Letters
nry Lewes, 2 vols (Vic:mria, BC: English Llrerar}r Studies, Univeralt}r of
Victoria, 1995) vol. 2, p. 266 and R. Ashton, G. i Lewes: A Lif; (Oxford: Clarendon
» P Press, 1991) p. 356.
K rly Reviey vol. 35 (1'345), 156-80; for, reprinting c:-f"this,seeﬁ}ice R. 41. For Ian Jack, see Howard Erskine-Hi Jack, Ian RGBLI‘IJ&HI{?S (1923-3008)’,
Kammsky, Literary Criticism nfGef}rAfc Henry Iewe, (Lincoln - UI]fvErSft}f of Nebraska Oxford Dnn'aﬂary of National B:'ﬂgraphy https /,"dm.nrg/l 0 Jﬂgjfrff;n}dn[)fggﬁgl
5% 1964) pp. 259 42. Personal email from Dr Barry Newport to William Baker, 2 Jan
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will illuminate their provenance since leaving their original home,
and throw light upon where their owners obtained them, and the
use probably made of them in George Eliot’s and George Henry !

Lewes’s creative endeavours.

Thanks are due to the following for their advice and assistance with this
article: Christopher Edwards, Dr Philip Errington, James Fleming,
Russell Freedman, Second Life Books Ltd., Professor Leonard Neidorf,
Maxwell Hoover and Dr Barry Newport.
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