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Abstract: The art of irony and the philosophy of happiness are seamlessly intertwined
in Emma, constituting a profound response to Enlightenment modernity. Within the framework
of the “fugue of happiness,” Jane Austen engages in a philosophical inquiry into the nature,
meaning, forms, and pathways to happiness through literary narrative, revealing the rupture
between cognitive and ethical dimensions of happiness under the symptoms of modernity. Ad-
dressing this rupture, Austen transforms irony into a poetic device to deconstruct instrumental
rationality, vividly illustrating the inherent connection between responsibility and happiness,
thereby achieving an aesthetic revision of Enlightenment value systems through narrative
tension. Emma constructs a dialogic field with its high-frequency use of “happiness” lexemes
and employs dual irony to dismantle the instrumental rationality-dominated notion of “earthly
happiness.” The novel can be interpreted as a “reversed Cinderella story,” in which the ironic
tone culminates in the moral imperative: humility is essential to attaining true happiness. In
Austen’s era, the criteria for judging happiness lost their self-evident authority, and Emma

reflects precisely this crisis of judgment.
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87 A EE ), HAh A FRE SR (Richard Lucas, 1648—1715) i i) (GRIRZE47) (An
Enquiry after Happiness, 1685) . 1#£5 BL1ii# (Thomas Ecclestone, 1659—1743) ] (=
#E 28 (The Way to Happiness, 1726) . 154f (Thomas Chubb, 1679—1747) [f] (X}
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Br 20, BATAYI 5 —BERIERIRIE, BUVEHEW K 1 R T 3248 K BB A

ZREESGT A, RNELELAFEREZREXNTHOSHEX, U
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WAL IR AL A EARCE . A URHES IS AL AR AL R REUR KW T SC R V4N 41
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